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Who, hereafter, will controul 
The Sallies of his impious Soul, 


If no avenging Judgment fake 
The Wicked: and his Guilt o’ertake ? ——— 


>. wi Diffolute ; . 
Or, let the inftructive Choirs de Mute. Sophocles.’ 





FRIDAY, AUGUST 15. 1735. 





PROCEED, from the Reafon- 
my ings, begun in my Laft, to ux- 
wih @ load, upon the AUDIENCE, all 
the Guilt, of Poet, Player, and 
Manager: and fhall introduce 
what is faid on that Subject, by 
fome previous Remarks, in De- 

wwe" fence of the THEATRE: which, 
fince My Lorp Mayor has made War upon, both 
deferves, and demands, our Affiftance. 

WHAT are the Qualities required to improve 
the Mind in Virtue? ‘To be furnifh’d, if I miftake 
not, with Precepts, and Examples : — Are not Purt- 
LosoPHY, and His'rory, rank’d in the Number of 
the moft excellent Schools, merely becaufe the 
former abounds with Precepts, the latter with Ex- 
amples ? —=——- Now, from Both Thefe Heads, the 
STAGE improves the Mind; and, in this double Ex- 
cellence, may contend for Pre-eminence, with 





Philofophy, and Hiftory. 

WirTH Regard to PHiLosopnHy,-it abounds with 
‘ moral Precepts ; For it confiders Maz, in Every 
; Kind of Life, as alone, as bufied in his Family, or 
, as employed in Affairs for the Pxblic, and under- 
| takes to inftruct Him, in all thefe Three Stations. 

. By t, Does not the THEATRE extend to all 
This? ‘There is no Station of Life, the moft exalted, 
‘ the middle, or lowef?, but is, or may be, inftructed, 
y in the Characters of Tragedy, or Comedy: In what 
? other View does fhe fummon 4rtificers from their 
Shops, Soldiers from the Camp, Traders from the 
“ Exchange, Fudges from the Bench, Courtiers from 


the Palace, and Kings Them/elves from their Thrones ? 

Is there any Duty, Private, or Public, which 
} the Theatric Mufé does not inculcate ? Does fhe 
hot point out the reciprocal Obligations of Parents, 





- and Children, of Mafters, and Servants, of Magi- 

* frates, and Citizens ? 

in Is there any Species of Virtue fhe does not re- 
‘ommend —- Such as Patience in Adverfity, Modera- 
vim in Profperity, Exadtne/ in Promifes, Fidelity 
n Friendthips, Clemency towards Enenties, Compa/- 

fon to the Diftrefled, and Fujtice to All Men? 

fe I's there any Kind of Vice, from which fhe does 


Not deter us ? Such as the Contractednefs of Ava- 
me, the Excefs of Prodigality, the Malice of Ca- 
limny, the Meanneis of Flattery, the Craft of Hy- 
ecrify, and the Lightnefs of Vanity? 

Is any one chur/s/h in Society, obfcene in his Ex- 
Picflions, clownifh in his Actions, affedted in his 
Yrels? Does he behave Himéelf indecently, or with 
Fn il Grace, in his Station, the DrRaMaTIc Muse 
Proves, and puni/bes. PHitosoPpHy thinks this 
ce beneath Her, and centures {uch Improprie- 















ties; only, as border upon Vice ; But the THEATRE 
goes farther, and does not wink at any Irregularity : 
—It not only keeps Men from being wicked, but 
will not allow them even to be ridiculous. 

IF it is ask’d, Why are not our Plays, and our 
Ators, now, and always, thus inftrudtive? — This 
cannot be eafily determin’d, nor is it my Bufinefs to 
prefcribe : However, if Players muft be permitted 
to be defpotic in our Theatres, and to admit, or re- 
ject Dramatic Works, at Pleafure, let them receive 
fuch only, as are of a chaffe, and moral Kind. Let 
them reprefent none but virtuous Characters, or 
fuch vicious ones, as may be punifh’d with Decency : 
In a Word, let them abandon their Profeffion, ra- 
ther than exhibit Plays, which corrupt the Hearts 
of their Hearers, and make infamous both the Per fon, 
and the Art, ‘of an Actor. 

Burr, the Fault roots not there ; The SpecTa- 
Tors muft be pleas'd; moft of whom, far from 
approving fuch Pieces, as are inftructive, and proft- 
table, frequent, and applaud thofe only, of a vicious 
and dangerous Kind: For this Reafon, we pro- 
nounce, that the Depravity of the Stage is owing, 
almoft wholly, to the AUDIENCE, fince ’tis mesh 
to pleafe THEM, that both Poets write, and Players 
ac indecently ; but, let virtuous Perfons, or thofe, 
who wifh to be fuch, frequent the Play-houfe, and 
Their Tafte, and Example, will turn it, infenfibly, 
into a School of Morality, and Wifdom. | 

LET us, impartially, enquire, what Kind of Peo- 
ple They are, who, moft generally, refort to our 
Theatres ? | 

FIRST, Perfons of a SrarinGc, RAMBLING, 
VoLaTILE, Difpofition, who, perpetually, flutter 
up and down, from Box to Box, with a Face full 
of Forgery, from an empty. Pretenfion to Purpofe, 
yet, aiming at nothing farther, than, purely, fo be 
feenz; who gaze, intently, at Every Thing round 
them, but ever turn their Eyes, on themfelves. 

Who, zext ?—The INDoLENT, the Heavy, and 
the SLoruFruL: Perfons, whofe Bufine/s it is, to 
do nothing; whofe Sollicitude it is, to fly Care and 
Attention; who ftudy with more Application, for 
Amufements, whereby to murder their Time, than 
wou'd be requifite to attain the Knowledge, how 
to employ it, with Profi. We, now, fee them 
fantering at Coffee-houfes ; now, tattlng in Affem- 
blies; now, betting in Gaming-houfes; Thence, 
they haften to the P/ay-boufe, injudicious, and 
heedlefs, without Benefit to Themfelves, tho’ offen- 
five to others: neither gaining, nor wifhing to gain, 
either Improvement, or Ideas: Yet, confidering, as 
a Gain, the very Hours, they are /ofing. 

WHO, Thirdly? — Thofe immers’d in, and al- 
@oft 
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moft finking under the Weight of, Public or Pri- 
vate Oppresfions ; Perfons, tortur’d by Care, and un- 
friended by Fortune : — Thefe fly to the Theatre, 
as to a Harbour, where they re hemfelves a 
little 5 with a Kind of. diftant ra while they 
view, and compare, the reprefentea Ship-wrecks of 
others, but, they return, very Moment, to their 
Dangers; and are abjent, in Soul, from the Scene 
Which they gaze at. 

WHAT Perfons, BESIDES? — Men, be-wifed, 
and be-childed ; —— poor, perplex’d, pufillanimous, 
Sufferers, who are harrow'd, and goaded, by their 
Domeftic Diforders ; Infulted, Home-ftung, 
DronEs, to whom no Place is fo intolerable, as 
their Hive ; inceffantly, acting Tragedy, or Comedy, 
with their Wives, their Children, and Servants ; 
and efcaping to the Theatre, as to Scenes, of /e/s 
Woe, than their Houfes. 

LASTLY, Thofe of Al] Ranks, and of None; 
People, who cannot be call’d either virtuous, or 
vicious 5 trifling, or ferious ; indolent, or laborious : 
but, ‘who, being humbly implicitey obey Custom 
as a Law, living after the Example of, aud Jter- 
mining from the Fudgment of, OrHERs; flocking, 
fafhionably, to the Play, as they do to the Ma/que- 
rade; co a Comedy, as to a Sermon, with the fame 
Religious Attention ; that is, with THEIR Prefence, 
becaufe OTHERS are prefent. : 

ILL any one believe, that Spectators, of thefe 
Cafts of Mind, either value, or confider, whether 
the Stage is of moral, or immoral, Tendency? It 
is a School, in which they feek for indo/ent, and 
barren Delights: And, yet, fuch Spectators, as we 
have mentioned, form the moft valuable ; or, to 
{peak with Propriety, the /eaft unworthy, Part of 
an Audience: For, there are others; and thofe not 
a Few, who look for different Diverfions, and De- 
lights, which touch, clofer. : 

Or Thefe, Multitudes crowd thither ; fome, 
corrupted by the pence of unwary Fathers, 
and others, inftructed to Mifery, by the partial In- 
dulgence of felf-foothing Mothers . Masiy Husbands, 
exafperated ; Wives, unhappily yok’d, by the Blind- 
nefs of Avarice :—In what View do Spectators, of 








- ghis Turn of Mind, vifit the Theatres ?— For In- 


ftructions, which may point, and conduct them, to 
Evi; For Examples, that may juftify, and confirm 
them, in their CR1IMEs 3; for lafcivious Ideas, 
wherewith to kindle the Eye, or a Similitude of 
amorous Adventures, which may ferve to awaken 
Remembrance, and renew a pafé Guilt, by en- 
courag’d Excitements to future. 

S1NcE fuch is the Character of the Spefators, 
who are to be PLEASED, can we wonder, that the 
mercenary Poet writes in a Tafte, as licentious, as 
the Defires of Thofe, from whom He expects his 
Gratification ? And, that Adfors reprefent his 
Works, with the fame Spirit, and Motive? Is not 
the AUDIENCE, therefore, to be accus’d, for the 
Licentioufnefs of both Writers and Players ?— Cer- 
tainly, with the fame Reafon, as we blame Perfons, 
of a vitiated Palate, for thofe Exceffes, which are 
fervd to their Table, not feafon’d in a natural 
Manner, but deprav’d, and confounded, by the 
Cook, not to fuit his ow Taffe, but the wanton 
Expectations of an extravagant Mafter. 

‘Bur, let us grant, there may, now, be Drama- 
tic WRITERS (fince fuch have been) who are, 
fpontaneoufly, licentious, in their Writings ; and 

crors, by Nature, lafcivious, in their Repre- 
fentations ;— Does This excu/ée the Specfators ? Are 
they not blameable for tolerating them ? Is it not 
the Duty of the Audience to cenfure the Frezzy of 
the Poet? to chattife the Immodefty of the Player ? 

SINcE the Spectators affume to Themfelves a 
Right of ernst | the Errors of the P/ay, or of 
the 44ion (though they are, commonly, but in- 








different Judges of cither) why don’t they extend 
their Prerogative to fuch Errors, as relate to Mz. 
raltty, in which they ought to be, and really are 
more knowing ?— If the Poet has ftruck our 
lame, or indecent, Expreffion, or the Pla yer is de. 
fective, or unnatural, in his 4étion, immediate 
a general Hi/s arifes ; but, why don’t they, al{o, 
exert their Authority againit /oofe Ideas? Why Pm 
they no notice Of 1MMODEST, as Well as indeceny 
Geiture ? . 
W Hy do they not imitate the noble Severity of 
the Athenians, who, hearing Riches applauded, in 
the Theatre, and pronounced the suUPREME Goop 
were provok’d, on a fudden, into fo glorious an 
Indignation, that, not waiting for the Dramatica] 
Puniihment, due to fo depraved and pernicious, a 
Doétrine, they ftarted, unanimoufly, from their 
Seats, with a firm Refolution to f{uppre/s the Play 


itfelf, and to ib the Actor, who had uttered the 
Expreffion 


Dor ecome ws, who are Chriffians, to be 
lefs inflam’d againft Vice, than the Athenians? 
C:; have we not, rather, much ffronger Induce. 
ments to deteft, and abolifh, the Corruptions of 
our Theatre ? 

SOME will, poffibly, affert, in Excufe, that 
Youth is made for Fouiy, and Age for Wispom; 
Cuiy whv do we nor, immediately, cry, é!: sd, 
Away with thefe deteftable Principles! Fouuy does 
not become azy Age: Weare born, to be the Sub- 
jects of Wifdom 5 and, ’tis our Duty, to liften, in 
every Seafon of Life, to her facred Infpirations. 

SHOULD any Body teach us, that Love is too 
ffrong to be refifted, upon Pretence, that Nature, 
and Fate, have affign’d us to That Paffion, ought 
not This to be our Anfwer?-~ Begone, with fo 
falfe, and fo foolifb, a Dottrine! We allow of no 
Fate, that compels us to Folly; free, by Birth, and 

by Reafon, we are HAPPY, or WRETCHED, by the 
Ufe, which we make of our LIBERTY. 

SHOULD Any aftect to envy the Lot of un- 
bridled Brutes, who, free from the Curb of Con- 
{cience, indulge, and reffrain not, their Appetites, 
fhall we not cry out—dway with this Impurity of 
Wifhes! Let us leave to the Brutes, thefe their 
brutal Inclinations. But, for Ourfelves, who are 
MEN, let us merit our RANK in the SCALE Of 
Creation: Being confcious of our DIGNITY, let us 
not difgrace, or decline it. 

Dip the Audience declare, wich due Vehemence, 
againft Thefe, and fuch like Tenetsy of the Vo- 
luptuous, and Fafhionable, Frequenters of the 
Theatre, would the Poets DARE fo force them upon 
us? Would the dfors pronounce them, with the 
moft ffudied Adornment of Graces? No, certain- 
ly:— Our Poets would, rather, retouch their Dra- 
matick Pieces, our Players reftrain the Indecency 
of their Action, and Both would chufe to plea/e, 
by émproving (when This would be for their Re 
Dutation, as well as Intereft ) rather than di/p'ea/*, 
by corrupting us, when they find fuch a Conduct 
attended with Difappointment and Infamy. 

*"T1s, therefore, chiefly your Duty, ye Spots 
tors, fince "tis, only, in your Power, to make both 
PoET, and AcToR, appear virtuous on the Stages 
and endeavour at its Reformation. 'The Depravity 
of the Theatre is owing to your Inds /gence, let, 
therefore, your SEVERITY reform it.—By jow 
Care, It may become a Scheo/, wherein the Mio 
may be form’d to Virtue: By your Connivance, It 
is, wow, a NuRSERY, wherein Vice gathers Srrenghs 
from the Support of Example: Allow not me 
Poets to bring on any Piece, which the chatteft Ex 
may be fhocked at Hearing ; permit not the P/aj'" 
to exert Themfelves in any Geffsre, which may pu 
Modeffy to the Bluth; pollute wot the Stage, whic 
is, naturally, ixvocent. 





— as 





Printed for T. CooPeER, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


| Price Two-Pence. ] 








































[eek of ot eo 2e ase a 









Where Lerters to the AUTHOR 4 F 






















